This report comprises our observations on seventy patients with various dermatoses treated with 1% erythromycin ointment. Forty-seven of these had one of the primary pyodermas; twenty-three had a dermatosis, complicated by a secondary pyogenic infection. Cultures made from the purulent discharges from these various lesions revealed Staphylococcus Aureus, hemolytic Staphylococcus Aureus, hemolytic Staphylococcus Albus and beta hemolytic Streptococcus. Patients ranged in age from two months to sixty years.
PREPARATION USED
A one per cent ointment of erythromycin was prepared in a base consisting of petrolatum with 5% heavy mineral oil.
METHOD OF TREATMENT
Patients were instructed to remove the crusts or surface exudates with warm water twice daily prior to the application of the ointment.
RESULTS OP TREATMENT
Treatment of pyodermas Chart I Patients with impetigo contagiosa and ecthyma showed a prompt response to treatment with erythromycin ointment. The lesions of impetigo contagiosa healed completely in from three to nine days, depending on the severity of the lesions. Ecthymata healed in from seven to fourteen days, depending on the severity of the condition and the depth of the ulcers. Four cases of sycosis vulgaris were treated; involution of the lesions was complete in three patients in from nine to fourteen days, and in the fourth patient all lesions had disappeared in thirty one days. There were no failures in three cases of purulent paronychia.
Conditions other than pyodermas complicated by secondary infection Chart II Twenty three patients had dermatoses in which the secondary infection was eradicated in from four to twenty one days by the local application of 1% erythromycin ointment. The ointment had no beneficial effect on the basic condition. 2. One per cent erythromycin ointment caused rapid involution of the pyodermas. 3. One per cent erythromycin ointment caused rapid eradication of secondary pyogenic infection complicating dermatoses but had no beneficial effect on the primary eruption.
4. No reactions of sensitivity due to 1% erythromycin ointment were encountered in this series.
